


Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
House of Representatives Jan. 19th 1792. 
 
On the petition of Deborah Gannet, [  ]aying compensation for  
services performed in the late army of the United States. 
 
 Whereas it appears to this Court that the said Deborah Gannet 
inlisted, under the name of Robert Shirtliff, in Captn Webb’s com- 
pany, in the 4th Masstts Regiment on May 20, 1782, and did actually 
perform the duty of a soldier in the late army of the United 
States to the 23rd Day of October 1783 for which she has received 
no compensation. 
 
  And whereas it further appears that the said 
Deborah exhibited an extraordinary instance of female heroism 
by discharging the duties of a faithful gallant soldier,  
and at the same time preserving the virtue of chastity 
of her sex unsuspected & unblemished, & was discharged from  
the service with a fair & honorable character. Therefore 
Resolved that the treasurer of this Commonwealth be  
& be hereby is directed to i[   ] his note to the said Deborah 
For the sum of Thirty four pounds bearing interest from  
October 23, 1783 -  Sent up for concurrence 
      D.Cobb Spkm. 
 
 In Senate Jany. 20. 1792. 
    Reced & [      ] 
    SamL Phillips [    ] 
 
 Approvd 
  John Hancock  
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