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Civic Engagement Resources

Primary sources related to civic engagement are located in every community, in every state. To find
examples in your own community visit town, county, village, and city clerk’s offices, in person, or check
their websites. Look for copies of board meeting minutes, planning department records, environmental
impact statements and other records that show discussions centered on key community issues. The same
is true for school district board of education meeting minutes, and look for student involvement in
fundraising and community organizations by reviewing school district daily and weekly announcements,
yearbook files and committee reports.

Historical societies, archives and museums also have primary sources related to civic engagement. For
instance, NYS Archives maintains and preserves millions of records that reflect the hard work and
opinions of New Yorkers from the 17" century to the present.

The following are examples of additional documents related to civic engagement.
Documents:

American Indians in Colonial New York — DBQ (Sarah Robins’ Petition, ¢.1711)
http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Show/occurrence id/18
53

Vote No broadside and Rome Daily Sentinel article, NYS Barge Canal
http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Show/occurrence id/12
39

Rome Daily Sentinel:
http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Show/occurrence id/12
38

Manly Boys, Cooperstown High School Boys Knit for the Front, Remembering World War | —
Photograph:
http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Show/occurrence id/16
7

Manly Boys, Letter from Red Cross:
http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Show/occurrence id/16
9

Child Labor Documents (Mrs. Chatfield’s Telegram)
http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Object/Show/object id/10828
Naturalization and Citizenship — DBQ
http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Show/occurrence id/18
56
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Bill and Veto Jackets: Smoking ban in restaurants, 2003 — Chapter 13
http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Object/Show/object _id/19611

Immigration, We Are One photograph, 2006, La Escuela Electronica Project
http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Show/occurrence id/10
42

On Behalf of Workers: The Role of Labor Unions - DBQ
http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Show/occurrence id/18
31

19" Century African American Voting Rights - DBQ
http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Show/occurrence id/18
51

African American Citizen Action in the 20" Century — DBQ
http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Show/occurrence id/18
52

Let the Windmills go up! Letter to the Town of Kirkland Planning Department, 2006
https://www.nysarchivestrust.org/education/consider-source/browse-primary-source-
documents/contemporary-united-states/letter-stella-lopata-town-kirkland-planning-board-
supporting-construction-windmills
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Courtesy: Center for Puerto Rican Studies, Hunter College, CUNY



