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‘Hiilburn Negroes Win

Seats in White School

Albany, Oct. 11 (#).—Both white and Negro pupils in
Hillburn, N. Y., must be taught in the same classes, the
State Department of Educatlon ruled today.

Commissioner of  Education?
Jeorge D. Stoddard issued the[gro parents refused to send their
srder following an investigation children to Brook School, which the
prompted by an appeal of 22 Negro state investigators reported “not
parents who charged their children | Worth repairing.” ;
were being segregated. When Negroes’ representatives

Brook School, where the Negro petitioned the school board to dis-
children have been taught, is “in- | continue segregation, ruled illegal
ferior and inadequate,” the order |by the Legislature in 1938, the
stated, and “it is contrary to the | Ramapo School Board said the
educational interest of children to |zones would allow only 33 Negroes
be required to attend” there. to’ attend Main School.

There is “ample room in Main Parents of 22 other pupils, who
School,” the order continued, and |the board said lived in the Brook
“the proper legal and educational | School zone, kept their children at
solution is for the Board of Educa- home. They were fined $10 in

)| tion to maintain that school only.” | Children’s Court for failure to com-

The controversy began when Ne-{ply with the education law.,



https://www.nysarchivestrust.org/exhibits/civil-rights/classroom-connections

Where i1s Hillburn, NY@¢




Setting the Stage

» Brown v. Board of Education, Topeka (1954)

» Discuss segregation and inequality in education

» Discuss the role of the individual in bringing
about change


https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/b7bc564e-7966-4d7c-b534-de1f089e7949/civil-rights-movement-educational-equality/#.WnCZuK6nFp8

Compelling Question
» How do individuals change societye¢

» 8.9 DOMESTIC POLITICS AND REFORM: The civil rights movement and the Great Society were attempts by people
and the government to address major social, legal, economic, and environmental problems. Subsequent
economic recession called for a new economic program. (Standards: 1, 4, 5; Themes: TCC, SOC, CIV, ECO)

» 8.9a The civil rights movement began in the postwar era in response to long-standing inequalifies in
American society, and eventually brought about equality under the law, but slower progress on
economic improvements.

» A. Gathering, Interpreting and Using Evidence

» 3. Analyze evidence in terms of historical context, content, authorship, point of view, purpose, and
format; identify bias; explain the role of bias and audience in presenting arguments or evidence.

» F. Civic Participation

» 4. |dentify, describe, and compare the role of the individual in social and political parficipation in, and
as an agent of, historical change at various times and in various locations in colonial North America and
in the early history of the United States.

» 6. Ildentify situations in which social actions are required and determine an appropriate course of action.



Supporting Question #1

» What problem was identified by the
citizens of Hillourn, New York in 1943 and
what action did they take<



The Problem and the Petition

TO THE COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION:

Your petitioners herein are residents of the village of Hillbura,
Rockland County, New York, and citizens of the United States and of the
State of New York. They are tex payers contriduting to the general education
fund which supports the public schools in Rockland County.

Each of the petitioners is & parent of a child or of children of
pudlic school age. There ere two schools in the village of Hillbura,
commonly called the Main School and the Brook School, both of which are
alleged to be under the jurisdiction of the Board of Education of Central
School District Number 1 of the town of Ramapo. Petitioners are all
Negroes.

Over a long period of years the aforesaid Board of Education maintained
the practice of placing all Negro elementary school pupils of Hillburn in
the Brook School, and the white elementary school pupile of Hillburn in
the Main School. Negro pupile were excluded from the Main School and white
pupils were excluded from the Brook School.

This practice of segregation was in violation of section 920 of the
Education Law, which provides as follows:

"No person shall be refused admission into or be excluded

from any public school in the State of New York on

account of race or color."
This practice was also in violation of section 40 of the Civil Rights Law,
which provides:

WAll persons within the jurisdiction of this state shall de

entitled to the full and equal accomodations, advanteges,
facilities and privileges of any place of pudlic accomodations...
A place of public accomodation...within the meaning of this
article, shall be deemed to include public libraries, kinder-
gartens, prinary and secondary schools, high schools..."

On September 8,1943 the Negro pupils in Hillburn refused to attend
Brook School to which all of them had been assigned. After this became
pudblicly known, on the evening of September 8,1943 the aforesaid Board of

Education adopted the following resolutions

Courtesy: New York State Archives
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Route 17 east of the western property line of

nda Sterling will attend the Main School. This

clude children brought from Ramapo and from the

sey line.
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property line of Mrs. Zenda Sterling end the inter-
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e Brook and the Main Schools will remsin closed

onday, September 13, when all pupils will be
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shed geographical outline."

the aforesaid resolution fifty-eix white pupils have

the Main School; thirty-two Negro pupils have been
School;and fifty-six Negro pupils have been assigned
No white pupil has been assigned to the Brook School.
division in the aforesaid resolution was contrived

ducation so that the white pupils living west and south

attend the Main school, Petitioners state that the
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51 ie a brick building which was constructed, we believe,

rty years ago, and was recently remodeled. Brook school

ach was built approximately seventy-five years ago,
sled since then.

a8 & library, which is also used as an assembly room;
has a clinic. It has proper toilet facilities and
drinking water. It has a large and adequate playground.
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t has no clinic. The toilets in the school are so

1 to go through school rooms in order to get to
untain ie placed adjacent to the wash bowl. It has a
round, which is inadequate as to space and safety,and
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division, creating areas grotesquely irregular in
and unjust, and amounts to segregation, illegal dis-

n, and wanton disregard of the rights and interests of

assigned to Brook School have refused to and continmue
id school and have applied for admission to the Main
refused admittance to that school. The exclusion of
ool is a violation of section 920 of the Bducation
the Civil Rights Law. It is also a violation of
cation Law which provides that a person over five and
of age is entitled to attend the public schools

rict or city in which such person resides. Both Main
1 are maintained in the same district; namely, Central
1, in the town of Ramapo. Their exclusion from Main
tion of the Constitution of the State of New York and
the United States.

943 representatives of petitioners appeared before the
requested that the resolution of September 8th be

f Education refused to repeal the resolution.
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Supporting Question #2

» How did the New York State Commissioner
of Education respond to the citizens of
Hillourn<e



The Decision

g friends.
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Hiilburn Negroes Win
Seats in White School

Albany, Oct. 11 (#).—Both white and Negro pupils in
Hillburn, N. Y., must be taught in the same classes, the
State Department of Education ruled today.

Commissioner of
Jeorge D. Stoddard issued the

yrder following an investigation
prompted by an appeal of 22 Negro
parents who charged their children
were being segregated.

Brook School, where the Negro
children have been taught, is “in-
ferior and inadequate,” the order
stated, and ‘it is contrary to- the
educational interest of children to
be required to attend” there.

There is “ample room in Main
School,” the order continued, and
“the proper legal and educational
solution is for the Board of Educa-
tion to maintain that school only.”

The controversy began when Ne-

Education

gro parents refused to send their
children to Brook School, which the
state investigators reported ‘“not
worth repairing.”

When Negroes’ representatives
petitioned the school board to dis-
continue segregation, ruled illegal
by the Legislature in 1938, the
Ramapo School Board said the
zones would allow only 33 Negroes
to’ attend Main School.

Parents of 22 other pupils, who
the board said lived in the Brook
School zone, kept their children at
home. They were fined $10 in
Children’s Court for failure to com-

‘|the board had drawn the district

ply with the education law,

Courtesy: New York State Archives

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 1943.

Negro School in Hillburn Closed
By Order of State Education Head

Pupils to Attend Near-By Institution With
Ample Facilities, Ending Segregation

That Has Existed Since 1889

ALBANY, Oct. 11—Dr. George

D. Stoddard, State Commissioner
of Educztlon, disposing gf a 01111?%9
of racial segregation of p n
School District 15, Town of Ra.ms-
po, Rockland County, ordered to-
day that the central district Board
of Education close the Brook
School in Hillburn, since 1889 used
exclusively by Negro children, He
directed that the children of the
district, white and Negro, attend
the Main School, which he said had
adequate facilities for all.
Dr. Stoddard heard arguments
last week by parents of the Negro
children appealing from a Zzoning
line drawn by the local board
which, the appellants contended,
had the effect of continuing the
segregation and -contravening the
law.

Effect of New Zoning
The commissioner’s decision did
not make clear whether he believed

lines for the purpose of segregation
but he said the effect of the pres-
ent line between the Brook School
zone and the Main School zone “is
to maintain the Brook School en-
tirely for Negro children.”

“A slight revision of this divid-
ing line,” he added, “through the
utilization of State Highway No.
17 as a boundary for the full length
of the district, would remove the
issue of segregation in so far as
it is contained within the matter of
zoning.”

Dr. Stoddard pointed out, how-
ever, that there was an additional
problem in the case in that the
removal of seventh and eighth
grade children from both schools
last year, and their assignment to
the high school in Suffern, “de-
pleted materially the number in

Special to THE New YORK TiMEs.

| “The Main School has eight class-
rooms,” he sgaid. “The Brook School
has four classrooms, and its ap-
pointments are inferior and inade-
quate., The building is not worth
repairing. It is consequently uneco-
nomical for this district to provide
two schools with the extra costs
of heating, lighting, cleaning serv-
ices and supervision. At present
the supervisors of music, art, nurse
and dental hygenist must travel
from one school to the other in or-
der to give service.

“Under the circumstances, it is
contrary to the educational inter-
ests of children to be required to
attend the Brook School. There be-
ing ample room in the Main School,
the proper legal and educational
solution is for the Board of Educa-
tion to maintain that school only.

“The appeal ig granted. It is or-
dered that the Board of Education
provide educational facilities for
all the children in thjs area at the
Main School.”

Parents Balked at Change

After the drawing of the new
district lines by the Board of
Education, parents of many Negro
children, refusing to send them to
the Brook School, were brought
into court on charges of violating
the school attendance law. Several
were fined.
Dr. Stoddard, after hearing|
arguments last week, sent the di-
rector of the School Buildings and
Grounds Division and the director
of the Law Division of the State
Education Department to investi-
ate the conditions charged.

Since 1889, he said, the school
district in question had main-
tained two elementary schools,
with the Negro children assigned

both these schools.”

Continued on Page Thirty

‘ALL NEGRO SCHOOL
IS CLOSED BY STATE

%
.

!Continued From Page Twenty-nine

to the Brook School and the white
.children to the Main School. Dur-
ing most ‘of that period, he ex-
plained, the statute authorized
docal school boards® to maintain
separate schools for Negro and
swhite pupils, but this authority
.was repealed by the 1938 Legis
Adature. 3

. “Nevertheless, the schools re-
ferred to above were continued as
formerly until this September,” Dr.
«Stoddard said, “when representa-|V
tives of the Negroes petitioned the
Board of Education to discontinue|?@
‘the segregation. The board had
«the local choice of closing one
‘school and assigning all the pupils|®
to the other or maintaining both
:schools and zoning the areas in-|®
swvolved. It elected the latter.

i “It is well established that it lies
«within the power of a Board of
\Education, when it has more than
one school, to establish zones deter-
‘mining the school which a child
shall attend. This zoning must be
legal and reasonable and, if unrea-
sonable, is subject to readjustment
upon appeal to the Commissioner
of Education, but a Board of Edu-|J
‘cation may not set up a line or a|;
zone which has for its purpose|,
racial segregation. If the lines are
reasonably drawn the fact that
most or all the schoolchildren are
of one race or another race does|g
not render the zoning illegal.”

Dr. Stoddard pointed out that
thirty-three of the hundred chil-
dren registered in the Main School
were Negroes, but that in the case
of the Brook School it appeared
that all the children of school age
residing in the zoned area were
Negroes. ;




Additional Support

Overall Question: According to the artic d 'd’s decision
Board of Education’s new district zoning being used as a segregation tactic? Provide
evidence to support statement.

Directions for reading, “Negro School in Hillburn Closed by Order of State Education Head™: 1.
Source Document, 2. First read for main idea, 3. Second read- annotate text and fill in graphic
organizer.

Close |Brook
ALL students
attend\Main

Options for timeline events: School

1. The Board of Education rezoned district- BOE designated a new road as a cutoff location,
students living on one side go to Main and on the other Brook

2. Parents of students forced to attend Brook, but refused to send them were fined

3. Petition was made by parents of students forced to attend the Brook School

Courtesy: Dr. Kristi Fragnoli



Supporting Question #3

» How did the people of New York State
respond to the Commissioner’'s decision?



The Support
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The Oufrage
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ey, Lanhlosion, 792 EAST TREMONT AVENUE
.y BRONX, NEW YORK CITY
JOHN G. CASTEIGER
Chairman Board of Membership

TEL. TREMONT 8-4687 OF
Dr,George D,Stoddard
N.Y.State Commissioner of
Education,Albany,N.Y,
Uy Esteemed SIR,-

The press reported to day, of your desire
N.Y., Schoolé dispute) between the Wegroes and Whites, I ha
and I have no such racial or reldgious nrejudices.This let
sociological point of view only,

For of all the social problems before the
its uolutiop,ther. is none perhaps of more fudamental impo:
ted by the Negro question in our realm,how to give them eq

this minority rule the ma jority,because of political expedi
broadminded parlor attitude. Democracy assures one only of
equality,and NO? social equallity. And once we allow the co

lize with our white race, it will lead as it always does,to
tion, and the gradual bastardizing of the white race,-and |
race will emerge, -

: The fact that white pecople do not want to ha

with the Segroes does not mean prejudice, no more than if 1
allow their child to socialize with an other white child, £
not tk meet their standards .

Please realize,that race which is everything
vilization, while civilizatiog is but the body of this soul,
destruction of this soul by such socializstion etc, eventua:

1lization,will decay fast.
God or nature has oreated th 8% separate race:
groups,and democracy not with standing, ca&,\ nge it,
"'And those who believe that Negroes are carable
er civilization with out undergoing a phylogenetic cerebral
100,000 years ,sre UTOPIANS''(from The Sexual Question by I
'' Injuries produce hatred,and that hatred will #£:
revenge'' (Gibbon's Decline & Fall of the Roman Empire vol,
The Negro suffers from what is known as ' 'Oppre
articulates such attitudes as,fear,hatred, jealousy, resent
REVENGE,'' (see Races, Fations,% Classes by Herbett A.Millea

And because of democracy equality,the Tegro wants
white aectiot}s,viait the same white Hotels, restaurants, C]
etc.,And the Negro does not realize ,that while he is tolerat
ple,that he igeurs attitudes of real racial prejudice agair
tude of g:ehing in where,not wanted,

e whi: people have a right to demand for their ¢
that they shonli}ge mixed together with the Fegro children,
then do the Kegroes,

The facts are,that in societies where the Negro do
people are oppreesed with a real vengence,.For example Liber
tected by the white race, yet a white individual has no righ
own property. ‘
¥o one denies the Hegro a i2l nor politics
d ividusl of the white race *‘as a p:ife deny hxi)m, or a:
equality.And the sooner we put our foot down on this problen
realize this, the better will it be for the supremacy of th
Cordially Yours C,R,"ilmer (o/ Tl alanin

Courtesy: New York
State Archives
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Dr.George Stoddard

.Y, State Commissioner of QEtober 8 ,x943
Education,Albany,N.Y,
My Esteemed SIR,-

Again,I an addressing you on the Hillburn N.Y, School reletive to admit
ting Negro & white children.And again,I must cohfess that it is not written
from any realm of prejudice,For I abYor eny raciasl and religious prejudices,There
should be no prejudices at all,

The history of man and that of his civilization is the story of man's
blind efforts to destrpy himself,snd the efforts of nature and Providence to
save him,

The history of civilizations is built by law and destroyed by law,For
when a people enacy rules,regulations and laws contrary to the greater welfare,
it is contrary to the greater laws of nature,and decay sets in,

The democracy which we enjoy,and which guarrantecs one judieial and poli
tical equal ity-is being set upon as a precedent as meaning social equality,too,
And at this point minorities are usurping powere and rights never meant for them

It ie this softness of democracy,which minorities assume to mean social

equality,too,and forecing their own whime upon the majority,which will if not ocurd
ed, HOW, will eventually so bastardize the white race,that this besutiful ladd &
of America, created by God for a God fearing God loving white race, will soon
become a land of mongrels,

What a tragedy,that we have to subbordinate the idealism of the good of
our white race to the fawning hypoecriey of political veneration expediency.For
veneration which arises from the psychology of wonder and fear,creates in our po-—
liticians that fear of the votes of the colored elements,that even at the expen-
se of the rights and good of our white raceyis set aside,

If we allow this Negro element to get away with this,they will step by
step demand further and more social prerogatives, and the domain of the white
race,and its very security as the race of supremacy,will graduald}y vaenish,

Now it is just s small matter of schools adjustments to be with the whiteses
It will next become a question of why not ellowing to live in the white sections
wisit the same amusement places, hotels,restaurants and then why not a law for-
cing white women to intermarry into their Negro race,All from the realm of that
stupid parlor idealism of democracy equality.in equality which never meant socia-
lization, too,

And the white race,out of the fawning hypoericy veneration of their

vatas,s:und for all of thie nonsense, And the irony of it all is, that we can not
come out egainst it with a manly boldness, but must whisper it with a most guar-
ded caution,

The white race does not want to have their®hildren mix with the fegroes-
So, what of itTWhy should some social degenerates, who fecl it & style to be so
broadminded,be allowed to force thoir stupid degenerate ideals upon the majori-
ty of our white race, An ideal which is the seed for the bastardizing of the
white race eventually,which such socisliz:tion always le:ds,tog=Yes, the secum
rity of our white race is threatened by theee degenerate parlor idealists.ind
these degenerates do not realize it,.It is ususlly covered by th:t further dege-
nerate ideal of Comruhism, which preaches this false doctrine,

No one argues against giving the colored people equal rights and onportu-
nities,But every white individual deep in the recess of their hearts hates to se
the white race stepped upon and trodden upon by the Hegroes, because of the fall
parlor idealism of equelity of democracy. -~ ’,’7‘4'{/,, =
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Additional Support

In a Democracy the

will of the majority When was this document written?
governs. A lot of negro
riff-raff is flooding our
northern cities and with
pressure tactics is driving

out our white population
under the aid of governmental
officials. The white people Why was this document written?
will soon show their
resentment by driving

What type of document is this?

. ) What is the overall opinion of the author?
such officers out of their

positions.

If the white people don’t
want their children to be
surrounded by negro riff-
raff they are entitled to

that. If the negros don’t like
that let them go back to
where they came from.
Unless the State Education

What arguments does the author make to support their
opinion?

Department is willing
to protect its voting
citizens it is not
worthy of their con-
fidence. There truly What bias appears in this document?
must be a solution to

the problem. Let’s all see
how smart the Education
Dept is to find out how

to satisfy the white people
of their state?

What is the overall tone of this document?
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Assessment

» How did individual cifizens of Hillourn
change their community?



