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Where is Hillburn, NY?



Setting the Stage

 Brown v. Board of Education, Topeka (1954) 

https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/b7bc

564e-7966-4d7c-b534-de1f089e7949/civil-rights-

movement-educational-

equality/#.WnCZuK6nFp8

 Discuss segregation and inequality in education

 Discuss the role of the individual in bringing 

about change

https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/b7bc564e-7966-4d7c-b534-de1f089e7949/civil-rights-movement-educational-equality/#.WnCZuK6nFp8


Compelling Question

How do individuals change society?

 8.9 DOMESTIC POLITICS AND REFORM: The civil rights movement and the Great Society were attempts by people 
and the government to address major social, legal, economic, and environmental problems. Subsequent 
economic recession called for a new economic program. (Standards: 1, 4, 5; Themes: TCC, SOC, CIV, ECO) 

 8.9a The civil rights movement began in the postwar era in response to long-standing inequalities in 
American society, and eventually brought about equality under the law, but slower progress on 
economic improvements.

 A. Gathering, Interpreting and Using Evidence 

 3. Analyze evidence in terms of historical context, content, authorship, point of view, purpose, and 
format; identify bias; explain the role of bias and audience in presenting arguments or evidence. 

 F. Civic Participation 

 4. Identify, describe, and compare the role of the individual in social and political participation in, and 
as an agent of, historical change at various times and in various locations in colonial North America and 
in the early history of the United States. 

 6. Identify situations in which social actions are required and determine an appropriate course of action. 



Supporting Question #1

What problem was identified by the 

citizens of Hillburn, New York in 1943 and 

what action did they take?



The Problem and the Petition

Courtesy: New York State Archives



Additional Support

Courtesy: Dr. Kristi Fragnoli



The Evidence

Courtesy: New York 
State Archives



Supporting Question #2

How did the New York State Commissioner 

of Education respond to the citizens of 

Hillburn?



The Decision

Courtesy: New York State Archives



Additional Support

Courtesy: Dr. Kristi Fragnoli



Supporting Question #3

How did the people of New York State 

respond to the Commissioner’s decision?



The Support

Courtesy: New York State Archives



The Outrage

Courtesy: New York 
State Archives



Additional Support
In a Democracy the

will of the majority

governs. A lot of negro

riff-raff is flooding our

northern cities and with 

pressure tactics is driving

out our white population 

under the aid of governmental

officials. The white people 

will soon show their 

resentment by driving 

such officers out of their 

positions.

If the white people don’t 

want their children to be

surrounded by negro riff-

raff they are entitled to

that. If the negros don’t like

that let them go back to

where they came from.

Unless the State Education

Department is willing

to protect its voting 

citizens it is not

worthy of their con-

fidence. There truly 

must be a solution to

the problem. Let’s all see

how smart the Education 

Dept is to find out how 

to satisfy the white people 

of their state?

Received

Oct 15 1943

Commissioner

of Education

Document Analysis

When was this document written?

________________________________

What type of document is this?

________________________________

Why was this document written?

_______________________________

What is the overall opinion of the author? 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

__________________________________________

What arguments does the author make to support their 

opinion? 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________

What bias appears in this document? 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________

What is the overall tone of this document? 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________ Courtesy: New York 
State Archives



Assessment

How did individual citizens of Hillburn

change their community?


