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LMind through the ages has been in a ceaseless
struggle to give dignity and meaning to human life., It 1is
that quest mimmﬁnm the anima15/sione — Ao
bidlogical” functions and” Mtnﬁilea}-;é&tuﬁ#msmlq’ agpects l %*'i"
of /tie human specie. |

If our nation had done nothing more in 1ts whele
history than to create just two documents, its contributlion
to civilization would be lmperishable., The first of these
documents 1s the Declaration of Inda;-pend:enﬂe and the other
is that which we are here teday to hont%;&irm Emancipation
Froclamation, All tyranta, past, present and future, are
powerlesa to bury the trutha in ‘theso declarations, no matter
how extensive their legions, how vast their power and how
malignant thelr evil.

The Declaration of Independence proclaimed to a world,
organized politically and spiritually around the concept of the
inequality of man, that the Ufbebbyldnd dignity of human
personality were inherent in man as & living bain@qﬁtﬁﬂrﬁ £
hiEelT; letdii not Ereate | 4l Soflaly Wileh conld 1aataT At

#vedated thebdor |\t fiahs The Emancipation Proclamation was
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the offspring of the Declaration of Indepandenc%gﬁﬂﬁg-—ﬂm

“férves of law to uproot a social orde® which sought to
separate liberty from a segment-.of humanity. Wﬂ;ﬁm
of ldqual sty Lon whsen tie ndEdof fad fotnded ad\vd be
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Our pride and our progress could be unqualified if
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the story might end here. But history reveals that
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If we look at our history with honesty and clarity
we will be forced to admit that our Federal form of government
has been, from the day of ites birth, weakensad in its integrity,

confused and confounded in its direction, by the unresolved
race question .~ IF 8788 AfldlyoTitical-thalidanids, doug
Q o tﬂmmmgwim ‘of @ eTippled-natieor,
We seldom take note or give adsquate significance to the
fact that Thomas Jefferson?s text of the Declaration of
Independence was revised by the Continental Congress to

aliminate a justifiasble attack on King George for encouraging

slave trads,

represents

southern representatives, Jelfferson knew that such compromises
with principle struck at the heart of the natlion's securlty
and integrity. In 1820, 6 years bafore hils death, he wrots

these melancholywords,
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"But this momentous question (slavery), like a
fire bell in the right awakened we- and filled me
with terror. I con idered it at once as the
knell of the Unlon., I regret that I am now to
dle in the bellef that the useless sacrifice of
themselves by the generation of 1776 to acquire
self-povernment and happiness to thelr country
iz to be thrown away, and my only consolation iﬂ
to be that I live not to weep over it."

“__Qupr-nation Has experienced a ceaseless reverlion
against the Declaration of Independence, the Constityflon,
the Emancipation Proclamation and the Supreme Co by one
region. In the Revolutionary War powerful s e elements in
the aouth fought with the British. The deVelopment of the
nation to the west was complicated andshindered by the slave
power, and only the holocaust of war settled the direction
and character of our growth. the rebellion against
equallity continued into the gfcond halfl of the 19th century
and into the 20th century/ diminishing the authority of the
Federal government andycorroding its authority. It has
contaminated every gnstitution in our aﬂnietyE}ﬁ¢4¢ﬁryuyﬂar

_ bﬂhmllﬁiaday that single reglon of our

cc:untr;:.i"ﬁul a veto power over the majority of the nation,
nullifying basic constltutional rights, and in the exerclse
of 1tgfillegal conduct, retarding our growth. The south
in yalling itselfl off from the application of laws and
diclial decrees behind an iron curtaln of defiance, becomes a

aw unteo ltsell, It iz an autonomous reglon whose. posture
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toward tHe central government has elements as del TANT=====
as a hostile nation. Bhiylene wpeevelopedior, prinitive

Hatiome ofthe Mobltolérate~ragtars Which gheaimiibe; ~ln
wiloh Lendal subocrets~or-military governors-have” Bupremns
over. the Pedsral powers~ It 15 a-corditfemunihown to mode
fudﬁaﬁr:hlfaﬂctexigaﬁgﬁggpx or Bt Thig is the source
lecture then en-Tuyeliimend ywhile ou mhil= ara Lror

_The unresolved race questiod is a pathological

infeetion in our sccial and pol ..cal anatomy, which has

sickened us throughout our higfory, aud 4 Mwm'& 2 Eﬂi‘aﬂ*i
How has our social hefilth been injured by this condition?

The legacy is the impairmght of the lives of nearly 20,000,000

of our citizens, Basedfeolely on their color, they have been

comdemned .to a sub-exfistence, never sharing the frults of

progress equally. e average income of Negroes is approx-

imately $3300 pey family annually against $5800 for white

citizens. Thig differential tells only part of the story

hawevm@ aglc\ thouh D 0g s stamding o itBeIl”. The more

terrible afpect is found in the inner structure and quality

i
of the Nfgro community. It 1s a community artificdally but
effectfvely separated from the dominant culture of our
socfety. It has a pathetically small, grotesquely distorted,

middle class., There are virtually no Negro bankers, no
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name of businesses, Ifs bigh imocope abratum. s ..{=; e
Vor reftresdin-commerac and-industry. The ﬂveffﬁ;elming
ma jor -ylnra domestics, lzborers, and alway;" @ largest

M
gegment of the unemployed. I emplayment;{ntails heavy

work, il ithe wares are miserable, 1if th;ifilth is revolting,
the job belongas to the Hegro. ;
Every Hegro krows these tru 13 and his personallty
1s corrocded by a scnze of 1nferiﬁ=1ty, generated by this
degraded status. Hegroes, nnp;! and south, still live in
gsapregation, housed in alumq#reat in segregation, pray in
segregation and die in se;iigutiﬂn. The life experience of
the Hecro in int&gratia;.remains an exception even in the north,
The 1mpnsit1-lj;f inferiority externally and internally
are the slave chaiff;nf today. What the Emancipatlon Proclama-
tion proscribed _'.a lezgal and formal sense has never been
eliminated in :#.-n terms. By burning in the consciocusness
of white Ameglcans a conviction that Negroes are by nature
ﬂuhnﬂnwal,-f ch of the myth was abscrbed by the Hegro himself,
stultify iﬁ his energy, his ambition and his self-respect.
The Prnﬁ::matinn of Inferlority has contended with the
Pruclﬂh=t1ﬂn of Emancipation, negating itz liberating force.
Inf:f;ority has justified the low living standards of the
Hegro, sanctioned his separation from the majority culture,

and enslaved him physically and psycholngically. Inferiority
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ags & : 2 more subtle and sophlsticated
chains; it is invisible and its victim helps to:fashion
his own bonds,

Inequality before the law 13 so pervasive 1- the 1life
of the Hegrn‘;ta detalling is impossible., We bpt 5T that

ours is a government of laws, but every He;—ﬁsknnwa a thousand
examples in which law and government do ot protect him. In
the pa&:#ee}ca-%iatmn churchesh A i or burned in
g single community in Georgia. I a government bullding
wWere b¢9bed in Washington the& perpetrators would he{%gub;
133;;t;:j:§:i:££stha. Byl if violence affects a Negro
ehurch, not all the dgencles of government can find or
convict the arsghiists,

This d= the essential texture of freedom and equallty

for the Negro one hundred years alter the Emanclipation

ProcYamation; and one hundred and eighty-six years after

= i [l )
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fiduce-the-sober-thought
that there is nothing to commemorate about the centennlal
of the Emancipation Proclamation. PBut tragie disappointments ..
apd undeserved defeats do not put an end to life, nor do
they wipe out the positive, however submerged it may have
become beneath floods of negative experience.
The Emancipation Froclamatlion had four enduring results.

First, it gave force to the eXecutive power to change conditions
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in the national interest on a broad and far-reaching scale.
Second, it dealt a devastating blow to a aystem of slave-
holding and an economy based upon 1t, which had been muscular
enough to engage 1in warfare on the Federal government, e
féreed a_change Arwitioh-theared of fanduvar sréndes of “whb-
Pohgtitation might.deployAwas lidited, Third, it enabled
the Negro to play & significant' role in his own liberation
with the ability to organize and to struggle, with less of
the bestial retaliation his slave status had permitted to
hia masters, PFourth, it resurrected and restated the
principle of equality upon whiech the founding of the natlon
rested.

When Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation
Proclamation it was not the act of an opportunistic peliticlan
issuing a hollow pronouncement to placate a pressure group.

Qur truly great presidents were tortured deep Iin

their hearts ?g the race questiun. Jefferson with keen

shering seve of Slagery dudalivheded nuast i oa ushl as T nh.'im} A
perception saw that {he Mmemm

wire
J}1haﬂutaﬂhrxatthmthﬂnﬁegrq He feared for the future of

white children who were taught a false supremacy. His conecern
ecan be summed up in one quotation, "I tremble for my country
when I reflect that God is just.”

Lingeoln's torments are well known, his yaclllations
were facts, In the seething cauldron of 'A2 and '63 Lincoln

was called the "Baboon President” in the Hm-th, and "eoward",

assassin,,savages, ﬂhb%&wmim

Ehiﬂ!&ﬂﬂéﬁfgpéhe South., Yet he searched his way to the
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conclusions embodied in these words, "In giving freedom %o

the slave we assure freedom to the free, honorable slike

in what we give and what we preserve."

On this moral

foundation he perasonally prepared the firat draft of the

of his courase he called his cabinet together and
he was not seeking thelr advice az to 1ta wisdom
suggestions on subject matter. Lincoln achleved
because he 1ssued the Emancipatlon Proclamation.
hesltation had not atayved his hand when historie

charted but one course.

fit for office, if he attempts to accommodate to

to maintain his political balance,

e

the slave svatem, undermining the foundations of

of the rebellious south; and guaranteed that no

and deadlier war after resuslitation.
e

[,

- north.

Emancipation Proclamation, and to emphasize the decisivenesa

declared
but only
immortallity
His

neceasity

No Prealdent can be great, or even

injustice

The Emancipation Proclamation shattered in one blow

the economy

alave-holding
¢lasa, if permitted to exist in defeat, could prepare a new

The Proclamation opened the door to self-liberation
by the Negro upon which he immediately acted by deserting the
plantations in the south and joining the Union armies in the

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, seeing a regiment of

Negroes march through Beacon Street in Boston, wrote in his

diary, "An imposing sight, with something wild and strange

about 1t, like a dream,

the Negro fight for freedom,”

At last the North consents to let

Beyond the war years the grim

and tortured atrusﬁle of Negroes to win their cwn freedom 1s
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an eple of battle agalnst frightful odds., If we have
failed to do enough, 1t was not the will for freedom that

was weak, but the forces against us which were too strong.
'-—-

3 connection that all of Our-eflork:
from the Reconstruction onward to this morning's dally paper,
the reporting~and historical interpretation of our aptions
suffer the grossest corruption of truth. Americap
rhiaturiﬂgraphy itself~has been a victim of the dnresolved
race question and i3 yet to be purged of errdr 1f it is %o
be sclentific history.

The world significance “of thg Emancipation

Proclamation was colorfully described. by another great
American, Prederick Douglass, in Afhese woerds,

"It recognizes and dfclares the real nature of the
contest and placesg/the North on theszide of justice
and civilization/ and the rebels on the side of
robbery and bapbarism,..Unquesticnably “the first of
January, 19634 is to be the most memorablg day in
American Anpfls, the Fourth of July was great, but
the Firat df January, when we consilder 1t ih all
itas relatlons and bearings, 1s incomparably greater,
The one had respect to the more political birth of
& natfon: the last concerns the national life ampd
character and is to determine whether that 1life
racter shall be radiantly glorious with all hi
énd noble virtues, or infamously-blackened A

I\__ foreverpons

We have spelled out a balance sheet of the

Emancipation Proclamation, 1ts contributions and 1ta
deficlencies which our lack of zeal permitted to find

expression.
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There is but one way to commemorate the Emancipation
Proclamation, That 18 to make its declaration of freedom real;
to reach back to the origins of our nation when our message of
equality electrified an unfree world, and reaffirm democracy

L]

by deeds as bold and daring as the issuance of the Emanclpation

T

Proclamation.

o~
2
- &
e do not have as much time as the cautiocus and the _é'

patibnt try to give us. We are not only living in a time of £

=

wale change - we live in an era in which human rights &
The Shuye tw w0o0d dufio wek” oo e Bae Doyiry A &
wal wnrf‘.l. Lssue.hh totally new political

Preneir el g

has arisen froihthe rubble and destruction of World War II,
A neutralist sectow has established itselfl between the two
contending camps of the world. More than a billion pecople
are in the neutralist arewa and it 1s growing everywhere even
in the western hemisphere cowering territory larger than our
own national boundaries, These\nationa are neutral because

they do not trust the integrity of\Bast or West on the issue

of equality and human righ“im aratibns, thak, we are
NAT o m}.(_:tq_mr eas W\mg (b pathette enpoined
T e N
USD ‘(& ,,(‘;:Inﬂia, Indonesla, @an . and Brazil, to

£14/ Y113 foh/hugdns ,

literate

mention but a few,apéq»ﬂg‘m’lﬂ:h" gohtiin ayrd

the right to veote has been exercised even by
Surtuusdal

peasants in primitive wvillages still ringed by Jyngle. In our

glittering citlies in the south, college professors\gcannot vote,

ecannot eat and cannot use a library or a park in equality.
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live in sacred honor; many generations of Americans suffered,
bled and dled, confident that those who followed them would

preserve the purity of our ideals. MNegroes have declared

they will die 1f need be for these freedongy | Ao
m 11 Americans must enlist in a &2
crusade finally to make the race questiun an ugly relic of

Winaw (a4 b T
a dark past. When-the yhn}ea;lnpa p‘r,ﬁ.m_iﬁ'*i-ﬂ' Yiberties

eqé@pﬁaﬁ’qea thig/freedom then ,ﬁi:‘l].fthf Emancipation Proclamation
Lo “ truly be commemorated in luminous glory, gﬁgﬁ;‘ﬁp‘.

71 would like to close With Some words fro
Lloyd Garrison with which I“associate mysell,
am aware“that many object the severity of \ AJﬂ”"
language; btut 1s there no cayse for\geverity?

I will be as hapsh as truth, and\as uncompromising ie‘r
a8 justice, On this subject I donot wi t::- hink *’:3

n H:I.i'ﬂ"'\m

or spealk or write No, nol |
a man whose house to give, a mode ute ,
larm; tell him to mbderatel gcue his w sml
the hands o the ravisher; the mother t
ﬁﬁﬂﬁiﬁ“t re into
[ as fallen; buturge me not tﬂ oe

mderaﬂi:-n in a cause like the preaemt.

(MORE)
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at ons of historyls awesome crossroads. Our technological

We can build machinns that think.

ereativity is almost boundless.

We can do¥ the landsecapem with houses and super-highwoys teeming

with cars. \We can now even destroy our whole planet with muclear
wrought

weapons we aldpe possess. We have jmeswid distance and place time

and charge 777 (YUDDIED HERE). And our gulded ballistic nmissiles

have caused hilghwa through the stratosphere, In short we have

the capacity to re-bigld our whole planet, filling it with luwoury

-=- or we are capable ofZdestrofing it totally. The shocking issue

of our age 1s that no oneNgan confidentally say which one we willl do....

whether we will survive indhed depends on whoether we build moral walue

as fast and extensively as wegonstruet materlal things. The strugegle

for givil ripghts is rooted in miyal vates. As we phrsue our poals

everyvhere, everycne will benefit\from the moral Eﬁnﬂm’iﬂm

awakening our novement compels. We'pust all maintain faith in the

future. and believe that the American \dream can and will beacome a

reality. This is my faith. I Inow thafdark days still lie ahead.

Gigantic mountains of opposition will still stand before us. We will

encounter new setbacks, and some will still Rave to suffer persecution.

But Valley Forge was followed by Yorktown. Th n_lﬁ;mh parsecution

of Christdans in ancient Rome was efficient and Whorofigh, and yet it

resulted in total failure.

g_?____:w—mﬁfggmm
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CONCLUSION

Martin Iuther King
EP Dinner / NYC
Septomber 12

i m»}lt‘,-ﬂ YR | PSRRI ’a'l‘iil-@itwﬁu Canlihs 1w Eﬂqvlﬁ,- "Ne La

Mhing in this universe that jusztifies William
Cullen Bryant saying, "Truth crushed to earth will rise again.!
This is the faith that will carry us on. And with this ‘i‘aith we
will be able to adjourn the couneils of despair, and bring new
1ight into the dark chambers of m pessinism. We will be
able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a
beautiful symphony of brotherhoed. This is the faith that will
"help us solve the problem. We hove a long, long way to go before
it is solved., PBut all of us can at least think of the fact that
we have made some strides.

And 50 I close by quoting the words of an old Hegro slave
preacher who didn't gquite have his grammar right bdut uttered words
of great solemn profundity, in the form of a prayer:

"lord, we ain't what we oughta be. We ain't what we want to
be. We ain't what we goin' to be., But, thank God, we ain't vhat

wWe Wiz,

Qo0





