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~ ,ank1nd through the ages has been 1n a ceaseless 

struggle to give d1gn1ty and meani ng to human 11fc. It 1s 

r 
~~........ ~ 

that quest which ~ t from t he• an1ma~ ~ ~A/.or,,
bl 'lo,g1pal' funct),_pn,i, .ancY ana,tQllil,ca)' Pel!tur.,,5/,;eslm)jl,{ a, pe/i}s j ~ 

l____:!'ttt<e
5t~ ~ 

)1~ s;,e.91e. )

If our nation had done nothing more in 1ts whole 
....,.,rte I .:

history than t o creat•e Just two documents, its contribution 

to c1v111zat1on woul d be 1mper1shable. The first of t hese 

documents 1s the Decl arat i on of Independence and the other 
-\t,w.~ J

is that which we are here today to honor~ t he Emancipat ion 

Procl amation . Al l tyrants , past, present and future, are 

po·Kerless to bury the truths in •'these declarati ons , no matter 

hoa extensive their legions, how vast their po-11er and how 

mal ignant their evil. 

The Declaration of Independence proclaimed to a world, 

organi zed pol itically and sp1r1tually around the concept of the 

1negual1ty of man, that the -lfM1>~ -dignity of human 

personality were inherent 1n man as a 11v1ng be1n~~i , · 

htMidV,1~~~!MY'e'od1~..., 

Elllanc1pation r roclamat1on was t 

--
.I:-\ ~ 0.. C.0"\..\1'1,1,l~ UAa o-\ ,1., ' f'J"f'v. 

the offspring of the Declarati on of Independenc~ llln'lrg::,the

~rbels-of law t o uproot a social orde~.wh1ch sought to 

separate liberty from a segment• .of humanity. ~411).e 

6fAR~y'!,oj,~~,~~Mlnd"eef~~~1>r 
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1\,N~~uo~•lVl~n:dlew.l.tY'f'i111~rma. ei'J:)a,t.-i-0n.., 

~~ 

e we look at our history with honesty and clarity 

we will be forc~d to ad~it that our P~deral fonn of govc:'rlment 

has been, from the day or its birth, woaketl4d 1n its 1ntogr1ty, 

c 
confused and conf'oundi,d 1n its di~ct1on, by the unresolved 

race ~rtv~ (JUest1on_:) I.1ff •/~ itin'!,1t9i'\,.t>J.e~~

t ~11',th 

We sPJ.dom tal<~. note or give 

. 
ruift(!Uatc signit1canco to tho 

f~ct th~t 'lboma& J~fferson 1s text of tho Docl~rat1on of 

Indcpendcnc~ was rcvisP.d by tho continental Congrass to 

climinat<- a Justifiable attack on King George for encouraging 

slave tra~, ~ l,iat ...a.t-0Uend-th.,....,out1,-,. 

southol'lt"" H1pre.s:enta't+vtt&. Jc,.fferson lmew that such compromises 

with principle struck at ·tho h~art of the r>4tion 1s security 

IUld 1nt~.gr1ty. In 1820, 6 years bt\fore his d~~th , he wrot~ 

thcs~ mela.ncholywords , 



the Const1t 
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count~ ol 

of 

decrees behind an 
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11But this rr.omentous question ( s l avery) , like a 
fire bell in the r:16)>t awakeAedce.· and filled me 
with terror . I con .1dered 1t at once as the 
knell of the Union . I regret that I am no,, to 
d1e in the belief that t he useless sacrifice of 
themselves by the generation of 1776 t o acquire 
self-government and happiness to their country 
is to be thrown away, and my only consolation is 
to be that I live not to weep over it . 11 1 

.___Ou� nattcs-n has experienced a ceaseless re~~r1~0,..--..­

against the Declaration of Independence , 

the Emancipation Proclamation and the Supreme 

region . In the Revolutionary war powerful s e elements 1n 

and character of our growth, the rebellion against 

and into the 20th century diminishing the authority of the 

Federal government orrodi ng its authority . It has 

contaminated in our societye;J.~•e.~esr 

ot,\.QJ>x:/'M,~ ~lC,ll/!'° v S.b;U.I. T oday that single region of our 

veto po,1er over the majority of the nation, 

basic const1tut1onal rights, and 1n the exercise 

i llegal conduct, retarding our grcrdth . The 3outh 

alling itself off from the application of laws and 

iron curtain of defiance, becomes a 

aw unto itself. It 1s an aut-onomous region whose posture 
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as a hostile nation_. ™t\,t~~~-t>1» 

rla¢1»rts,,otvtll,ltfi)o1-~'ltatJN:'~U-cii\ftWS~J~ ,r,lcn 

o'{J~M"EedM'8-J.,;~'Q.l:-"'.J:J;~ ofil!.1.t-l:'&n'--un 

~~tt.tU-~?Uoi:..,o-..,..,o,,m. ,,,--.~10,1.~ 

W't®~<>=~lll'e<iill•~- H>/1:...A.fM.c.an--.ancl--i\aJ;"-"'tatJ,,r,,~ 

~~·~-~jj)>t-l<?_.ou1'-~~~J)kJ:~ 

is a 

~efo~f"'so~t,y-;--

\ '!'he unresolved race questio pathological 

infection in our social and pol ical anatomy, which has 

sickened us throughout our hi ory 1 <w.cJ .i,. ~11-r~'ttllf.tf a, ~-ti 

1th been inJured by this condition? Hou . How has our soc ial 

olely on 

The legacy 1s the of the lives of nearly 20,000,000 

of our citizens. thei r color, they have been 

comdemood .to a sub-e. - stence, never sharing the fruits of 

progress equally . e average income of Negroes is approx ­

family annually against $58o0 for ,ihite 

c !_tizens . tells only part of the story 

howeve~ t 

terrible a_,i,ect is found in the inner structure and quality 

community. It is a community art1f1dally but 

vely separated from the dominant culture of our 

pathetically s mall , grotesquely distorted, 

middl e class . There are virtually no Negro bankers , no 

http:ttllf.tf
http:W't�~<>=~lll'e<iill�~-H>/1:...A.fM.c.an


' 

l~borers, and he largest 

segmc~t of the unCll'plc.y~d. heavy 

wort<, if' the NS.f.fl:3 c.re miserable, revolt"ing, 

the job belongs to the Negro . 

Every Nesro i:.ritY....s these his personality 

is corroded by a gP-nera ted by th1s 

degraded status . south, still live in 

segr~«at1on, housed 1n segregation, pray in 

segregation and die in The life expe'r1ence of 

the llegro in integratio exception even in the north . 

a conviction that Negroes arc by nature 

of the myth was absorbed by the Negro himself, 

energy, his ambition and his self-respect. 

amat1on of Inferiority has contended with the 

Emancipation, negating its liberating force . 

Inferiority has Justified the lo-n living standards of the 

Negro, sanctioned his separation from the majority culture , 

and enslaved him physically and psycholniically. Inferioritv 
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chains; it is invisible and its victim helps to, fashion 

his own boods . 

Inequal ity before the law 1s so pervasive
1tu:I;

of the llegro ,. its detailing is impossible . that

ours is a goVernment or laws , but every a thousand 

examples in which l aw and government protect him. In 
.Jin, , ~ I,._ 

the past,.weeks ,.Christian churches w ~r burned in 

a single community in Georgia . a government building 

perpetrators would be ~were bombed in Washington- . 
• 

church, not all 

convict the 

for 

s the essential texture of freedom and equal ity 

one hundred years after the Emancipation 

and one hundred and e1S)lty - s1x years after 

violence affects a Negro 

of government can find or 

I 
, ~-- ¢4,-rl.. ea"'.Q."' V\. """ '4-~~ ~..0..u<illia- sombre~cture~:;r-Tltduce--the-sober-thought 

that there is nothing to eo~.memorate about the centennial 

of the J:lnancipation Proclamation. But tragic disappointments .·., 

a~d undeserved defeats do not put an end to l ife, nor do 

they wipe out the positive, hO'l1ever submerged it may have 

become beneath floods of negative experience . 

The Emancipation Proclamation had four enduring results . · 

First, it gave force to the executive po·,..,er to change cond1t 1one 
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in the national interest on a broad end far-reaching scale. 

Second, it dealt a devastating blow to a system of slave-
~ 

holding and an econOll\y baeed. upon it, which had been muscular 

enough to engage in warfa~e on the Federal government. ll 
f Ol)',.~~~tlAl)."'81\Ca~i!u,fru>"\,~r~ 

l?ons't!'t1ltt°'V<J1!:h~~~~. Third , it enabled 

the llegro to play a significant' role 1n his own liberation 

with the ability to organize and to struggle, with less of 

the bestial retaliation his slave status had permitted to 

his casters . Fourth, it reourrected and restated the 

principle of equality upon which the founding of the nation 

rested. 

When Abraham Lincoln signed the Etnancipation 

Proclamation it was not the act of an opportunistic politician 

issuing e hollow pronouncement to placate a pressure group . 

Our truly great presidents were tortured deep in 

their hearts "t?Y the race question. Jeffersor,, with keen . u • ~•- "'•· 
~'-~••~~ ~ett "\&\'-'ltf, ~li,\..ad ~MU\IM llA .,..... IW , "'Ille , 

perception saw that t he/\intl\P~~~~ded'\the 
~"'\"'""-l?I'ti,te-'<lll!S.11"&:l"S~.)t\,tl;ll)",lle~ro . He teared for the future of 

white children who were taught a false supremacy. His concern 

can be summed up in one quotation, 11I tremble for my country 

when I reflect that God is Just ." 

L1ncolnts torments are well known, his vacillations 

were facts. I n the seething cauldron of •62 and •63 Lincoln 

was called the "Baboon President" 1n the ~orth, and 11c oward" , 

assassin';;J~ m~~~~.<eb.J..,,. 

t~M'Vlfn the South. Yet he searched his way to the 
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conclusions embodied 1n these words, 11 In giving treedom to 

the slave we assure freedom to the tree, honorable alike 

1n what we give and what we preserve . " On this moral 

foundation he per3onally prepared the firot draft of the 

Emancipation Proclamation, and to emphasize the decisiveness 

of h1S course he called his cabinet together and declared 

he was not seeking their advice as to its ~i sdom but only 

suggestions on subject matter . Lincoln achieved 1rr.mortal1ty 

because he issued the Emancipation Proclamation. H1s 

hesitation had not stayed h1s hand when historic necessity 

charted but one course . No President can be great, or even 

fit for office, 1f he attempts to accommodate to 1nJustice 

to maintain his pol1t1cal balance. 

The Emancipation Proclamation shattered 1n one blow 

the slave system, underm1n1ng the foundations of the economy 

of the rebellious south; and guaranteed that no slave-holding 

class, 1f permitted to exist in defeat, could prepare a new 

and deadlier war after resus1tat1on. 

The Proclamation opened the door to self-l1berat1on 

by the Negro upon which he 1mmed1ately acted by deserting the 

plantations 1n the south and Joining the Union armies in the 

north. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, seeing a regiment of 

Negroes march through Beacon Street in Boston, wrote in his 

diary, "An imposing sight, with soooething w11<1 and strange 

about it, like a dream. At last the North consents to let • 
the Negro fight for 

. 
freedom." Beyond the war years the grim 

and tortured struggle of Negroes to win their o,m freedom 1s 
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an epic of battle against frightful odds. If we have 

failed to do enough, 1t was not the will for frecdO<ll that 

was weak, but the forces against us which were too strong . 

'I , n s connection that a ol'

from the construction onward to this morn1ng 1 s 

the reporting nd historical interpretation of our 

suffer the grosse corruption of truth . 

historiography itself as been a v1ct1m of the 

race question and 1s yet be purged of err r if it 19 to 

be scientific history. 

The world significance f th El!'~ne1pat1on 

Proclamation was colorfully descr1b by another great 

mer1can, Frederick Douglass , in 

"It recognizes and cleres the r 1 nature of the 
contest and place the North on the 1de of Justice 
and c1v111zat1on and the rebels on e Side of 
robbery and ba ar1sm.•.Unquestionably he first of 
January, 196 1s to be the most memorab day 1n 
American An le, the Fourth of July was g at, but 
the First f January, when we consider it 1 all 
its rela ons and bearings, 1s incomparably eater . 
The on had respect to the more political b1r ~f 
a na on; the last concerns the national life ad 
ch acter and is to determine whether that life nd 
c recter ahall be radiantly glorlouo with all hi 
nd noble virtues mou&J.~ blackened \ 

forev• 

We have spelle<I out a balance sheet of the 

Emancipation Proclamation, its contributions and its 

def1c1enc1es which our lack of zeal permitted to find 

expression. 
• 
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There is but one way to commemorate the Emanc1pat1on 

Proclamation. That 1s to make 1ts declaration of freedom real ; 

to reach back to the origins of our nation when our message ot 

equal1ty electrified an unfree world , and reaffirm democracy 

by deeds as bold and daring as the issuance of the Emancipation 

Proclamat1on. 

do not have as much time as the cautious and the 

pat1 t try to g1ve us . We a re not only l1v1ng 1n a time of E,t 

catacly 1c change - we live in era 1n which human r1gh~ ft 
-ri., s1,._,. _, an 

&, ~~~ cl.,,:j>o~~ v.. -i&,.. l!,.,.' "'°'I GM ti 
is the con al world 1ssue. A totally ne" poll tical ·pl>ono ,'!;or,I\ f'"K'l-on'\f<! \ 

has arisen rubble and destruct1on of World War II ., 

A neutralist secto establ1shed itself between the two 

contending camps oft More than a billion people 

are in the neutralist it is growing everywhere even 

in the western hemisphere 

own national boundaries . 

they do not trust the integrity 

of equality and human rights . 

r C 

territory larger than our 

are neutral because 

or West on the issue 

i\.tll~~ - In India, Indonesia, -......_.,.,and Brazil, to 

mention but a few . sw ~sr,ll\:l(cl( q'qt\~it ill>-: f.4al -Jn;:f<IJ,{)fyµI,,/,; 

the r1ght to vote has been exerc ised even by 
':,~ 

peasants in primitive villages a.till %i n~ by In our 

glittering cities in the south, college professors cannot vote, 

cannot eat and cannot use a library or a park in equ lity. 
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live 1n sacre<J honor; many generations of Americans suffered , 

bled and died , confident that those who followed them woul d 

preserve the purity of our ideals . Negroes have declared 

they will die if need be for these freedOffl'GI{cd monv bo~e. 

_even 11t U~litliB JUSt pas!;) ~ Americans mus; enlist in a 

crusade finally to make t he race question an ugl y relic of 
WI,..." 1i..:,. cl- ct~~ ~ .;}

a dark past . W\l<!l)/t!ie" ,,-ho),e ;.cope ffC ~ • ;1'1)Setj:'i,e's 

c.,, ll 
e~J!ll)a,,4es J:1)-i ,Vf7 eejo7 pt,~ j .,?. l/ thf Emancipation Procl amation 

trul y be commemorated in luminous glory. ,fil./f;ltft}'-

, 

(MO~,-·e:) 



< ® 
at on of hist ory(s awesome crossroads . Our tech.~ological 

creati is aln:ost boundless . 'ie can bui ld machines that think . 

We can landscapc11 with houses and super - highwo,vs teeming 

with cars. 

weapons we 

Wo can now oven des t r oy our whole planet with nuclear 
wrought 

µossess . We have ~ dista!1CO and place time 

and cha~e ~D:DIED HERE) . And our guided ballist ic nissile s 

have caused highwa t hrm.1g:h the stratosphere . I n short we have 

the capacity to re-bu ld our whole planet , filling i t ;;1th lu=y 

or we are capable o destro~ing it totally. The shocking i ssue 

of our age is that no one can conf identally say which one we will do •••• 

,mother we wil l survive ind ed depends on whether we build moral <ralue 

as f ast and extensively as we a ter ial things . The struggle 

for i1v1l rights is rooted As we pursue our goals 

construct m

'benefit from the meverywhere , e veryone wil l oral ~ tiee;.!, t;J , BIH'lllm 

awakening our novement compels . st all maint ain faith 1~ the 

future , and be l i eve that t he become a 

reality. This 1s my faith . I ltnow tha dark days still lie ahead . 

Gigant ic mountai ns of opposition vill st l s t and before us . We will 

encounter new setbacks , and some will still persecution. 

But Valley Forge wa s foll owed by Yorktown. pers-acut ion 

of C'nri st~ans in ancient Rome was efficient yet it 

resulted in total failure. 
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C"::here 1s somoth1ng in th1s universe that justifies Will iam 

Cullen Bryant saying, "Truth crushed to earth will rise again . " 

This 1s the fait h that will carry 

---
us on. And with this faith we 

will be able to adjour11 t he councils of despair, and 01·ing new 

li&ht into the dark chamber~ of iiEUopal a:, pessimism. We will be 

able to transfer ~ t he jangling discords of ou:- nation into a 

beaut i ful s;'lllphon.v of brotherhood. This is the faith that will 

•help u solve the problem. We h· ve a lo!lg , l ong way t o go before 
' 

1t is solved , But all of us can at least thirJc of the fact that 

we h3ve ~de some strides . 

And so I cl ose by quoting the words of an ol<! 1/egro slave 

preacher who didn' t quite have his grammar right but ut tered words 

of great sole:nn profundity , in the form of a prayer: 

"lord, we ain ' t what we oughts be . We ain ' t what we want to 

be . We ain ' t what we goin ' to be . But , thank God , we ain*t vhat 

we wz. 11

000 




