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Mink

Transcript
Manumission of Mink
We the Subscribers two of the Justices of the Peace
of the county of Rensselaer and two of the Over
seers of the poor of the town of Schodack in said
County being informed that a Negro named
Mink the property of Rulif Johnson of the Town
and County aforesaid and that the said Rulif
Johnson is inclined to manumit the said
Negro Man Mink -----------------------------------We do certify that the said Negro man Mink
appears to us to be under fifty years of age and
Sufficient ability to provide for himself. --------Witnefs our hands this 28” day of April 1795
Jacob C Schermerhorn Justices
Nicholas Staats
of the
Peace

James McKoun Overseers of
Isaac Phillips the Poor
The above is a true Copy of the Original Certificate
Certified and recorded this twelvth day of May
On thousand seven Hundred & Ninety Five
By me
Theodosus Drake Clerk
of the Town of Schodack

Mink
Document Analysis

1. What type of document is this?

2. Who wrote this document?

3. When was this document written?

4. Where was this document written?

5. Who is Mink and what does this document do for him?

6. How does this document change Mink’s life?

7. According to this document, what qualifications did Mink have to meet in order to be eligible
for this action?

8. Why would Mr. Johnson want to manumit Mink?

Courtesy: Fenimore Art Museum

Courtesy: Fenimore Art Museum

Killis Letter (1816)
New York State Prison, June 17, 1816
Dear Sir,
Permit a black man by the
name of Killis who left your service nine
years ago last January to implore your
forgiveness and assistance. Since I left
your service I have resided principally in
the Northern and Eastern States until last
June when I was traveling from Pittstown
to Troy and on my way fell in company
with some men who were apprehended for
taking goods from the wagon of a teamster to the amount of $100 and on searching the parcel and handkerchief which
they said belonged to me was found with
the goods and on that circumstance I was
apprehended as an accomplice and lodged in Troy gaol; the others made their escape and on my trial I was found guilty
(when no other circumstance than that of
the handkerchief; the owner of the property
not even appearing against me) and sentenced to this house for seven years to hard
labor. I have lately heard of the death
of my father and Mother and therefore

have no friend to assist me in my
unfortunate situation I have been in
no trouble since I have been here. And
I am fully sensible of my folly in leave
ing you as I did, and for which I sincerely repent. If you will now be so
kind as to assist me in gaining my
liberty I will return to my duty
and by my industry, sobriety
and gratitude attempt to
reward you for your kind
interference in my behalf. I
was sentenced by the County
Judge and sentenced by the
name of Samuel Washington
Seemore. I remain with regard
and esteem your at command.
Killis Seemore

Mr. James Carpenter
Goshen

A Snow-Storm

1888
Part I
There was a very large
snow-storm, which began
March 11 at 0 o’clock and
lasted until March 13 at
9-30 P.M. It was so deep
that some places they had
to build tunnels and put
lanterns to make it light
inside.

Part II
There were many sleighs
and wagons that were
stuck so they could not
get out.
I saw a man and as he
was riding he broke his
sleigh.
The horse-cars could not
run.

Part III
The village sent out
snow-ploughs and
three of them were stuck
down by the ice-houses.
Here in Lansingburgh
they had to build a tunnel down by George St.
Monday I was to school.
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THE AMERICAN RED CROSS
ATLANTIC DIVISION

44 East 23rd Street, New York, N. Y.
March 23d, 1918.
Mias M. L ~ Merchant,
Sec'y Cooperstown Chapter, A.R.C.
Cooperstewn, N. Y.
My dear Miss Merchant:

I want te tell you hew really pleased I was with your letter
and newspaper enclesure.
a splendid lot of boys.

Thie is certainly a fine picture ef
I was so proud of it that I took it

through the entire Division and showed it in all the offices.
Everybody exolaimed,-"What a fine let of splendid looking boys
and what a

patriotic thing fer them te do". Will you

l~vely

congratulate them for me as Superintendent of Knitting of the
Atlantic Division?

I sent the article to Gur publicity man

and asked him to make a note about it in the "News Letter".
I congratulate the Cooperstown High School for their manly
boys.

It is just such fine boys that are going to make up

the bulwark ·of

our

Nation.

I Congratulate you and the Scho ol

on it's record.
Wishing you a continuance of your success and assuring
you c;,f my help always,
Very sincerely,
M. E. Baker·

Supt. Hospital Supplies and Garments,
Atlantic Division.

